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- The of the sacrament, has sunk into grosser sluggishness,
hypo- and my dissipation spread into wilder negligence.
chon- jyjy thoughts have been clouded with sensuality;
disorder and> except that from the beginning of this year I
returns have, in some measure, forborne excess of strong
drink,' my appetites have predominated   over my
reason.    A kind of strange oblivion has overspread
me, so that I know not what has become of the last
year; and perceive that incidents and intelligence
pass over me without leaving any impression."   He
then solemnly says, " This is not the life to which
heaven is promised;"J and he earnestly resolves
an amendment.
It was his custom to observe certain days with a pious abstraction : viz. New-year's day, the day of his wife's death, Good Friday, Easter-day, and his own birth-day. He this year says, " I have now spent fifty-five years in resolving: having, from the earliest time almost that I can remember, been forming schemes of a better life. I have done nothing. The need of doing, therefore, is pressing, since the time of doing is short. O GOD, grant me to re-siolve aright, and to keep my resolutions, for JESUS CHRIST'S sake. Amen. s Such a tenderness of conscience, such a fervent desire of improvement, will rarely be found. It is, surely, not decent in those who are hardened in indifference to spiritual improvement, to treat this pious anxiety of Johnson with contempt.                                          ,
About this time he was a/Hided with a very severe return of the hypochondriack disorder, which, was ever lurking about him.    He was so ill, as, notwithstanding his remarkable love of company, tp be 1 Prayers and Meditatlpns, p. ji.         ? ibid. p. $8.
